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Our conference was again a great success thanks mainly to the quality of papers presented, the great 
venue, and the program allowing more time to relax and catch up with friends and colleagues.  

Our sponsors are vital to the success of these events and we would like to 
thank the following sponsors for this years conference.  

Alinta, Country Energy, Gameco, Kleenheat Gas, Macarthur Gas, Rheem, 
System Control Engineering, Electroskills, Techrite and Utilitrain. 

Just as important are the speakers who present topical papers, and the effort 
and time they put into the preparation and presentation. This years topics 
were; 

• Energy Efficiency in a Carbon Conscious World presented by Scott Young (Energy Consultant, In-
frastructure and Regulation Services) 

• Current Initiatives in Climate Change Policy presented by James White (Manager Emission Reduc-
tion Policy, N.S.W. Department of Environment and Climate Change) 

• Alternative Auto Fuels presented by Steve Reynolds (Technical Manager, LPG Australia)  

 

 

 

 

• Energy Management Advanced Metering and Boundary Metering, presented by Martin Deboer 
(Project and Services Manager, AMPY+Email)  

• LPG Underground Cylinders, presented by Laurie Bombardiere (Technical Manager, Elgas)  

• The Future of Gas Appliance Efficient Standards presented by Chris Blogg (Executive Technical 
Director, Rinnai Australia)  

• LPG The Future Direction presented by Warring Neilsen (Manager Corporate Affairs, Elgas Ltd.) 

Phil Coulton from Country Energy was able to relay some good news of an agreement between some Gas 
Network Operators to jointly promote the use of Natural Gas, he was also able to offer us a preview of the 
T.V.  Commercials featuring “Barry” hopefully by now you have seen the first one of three, this really is 
good for our industry and I am sure we are all thankful to see a return to Natural Gas advertising, we 
hope to bring more details to you in future issues. 

 The Conference dinner on Saturday night was, as always, an excellent social occasion, although some dis-
appointing service was experienced, it was not bad enough to spoil the mood, just enough alcohol was con-
sumed to counteract the service, and some members made a point of keeping staff back late at the bar for 
punishment. 

Sunday was an opportunity to recover from Saturday night, and take in the local scenery before a BBQ 
lunch at the local bowling club, some members experienced further disappointment at not being able to 
buy a beer at the historic St Alban’s Pub (it was only 9.30am!) and had to settle for a coffee—for the first 
round at least. 

We hope those who couldn’t attend aren’t too disappointed by what you missed (we might even rub it in a 
bit more next issue), rather we hope you make the effort to joint us next year! 

And it was pleasing to see the partners once again looked after by a spritely young Dick on Saturday (Dick 
Harrison that is !) 

Chris Blogg Warring Neilsen 

Steve Reynolds 

Laurie Bombardiere 

Martin Deboer 

. Major Expansion for System Control Engineering Pty Ltd. 
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 System Control Engineering (SCE) has been a major supplier of gas utilisation and control equip-
ment for more than 40 years. During this period the company has expanded from their home base 
in Melbourne to offices in Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide and Auckland plus active distributors in 
Western Australia and regional NSW and Victoria. 

Over these years the number of companies represented by SCE has steadily increased and now 
includes the cream of the world’s gas equipment suppliers including Kromschröder, Jeavons, El-
ster-Instromet, White-Rodgers, Ecoflam, Brahma, North American Mfg, Bacharach, Tecnocontrol 
and many more. 

More Products. 

The introduction of the new Kromschröder Valvario range of solenoid and combination valves 
plus their new IC20/40 damper motors along with the impressive new range of Tecnocontrol gas 
detectors and transmitters is set to make 2008 an exciting and interesting year at SCE. 

STOP PRESS…. February 15th …. SCE is pleased to announce a national distribution agree-
ment with the worlds biggest package burner manufacturer, Riello S.p.A. The Riello burner and 
control range will complement the existing range of burners which SCE markets in Australia and 
will provide an even greater choice of quality burners for the company’s customers. 

Bigger & Better Facilities. 

SCE has recently moved to bigger premises in 
New South Wales and Queensland and has 
undertaken a major expansion to their Mel-
bourne warehouse. 

The picture shows the new Sydney building 
located at 10 Welder Road, Seven Hills. This 
will be the main in-house training facility for 
the company as well as for customers. It is 
intended to offer both practical and theoreti-
cal training in topics as varied as pressure 
regulation and metering, combustion analy-
sis, burner set-up and servicing, electronics 
and SCADA systems. 

More People. 

To maintain the company’s position in the market SCE is continually searching for technical sales 
engineers with the appropriate industry background. In late 2007 the Sydney office was pleased 
to have Richard Seal and Jim Burns join the team and in February this year Sam Elms joined the 
Queensland team. 

More involvement in the our industry. 

Everyone is well aware of the declining skill levels in many of our industries. The gas industry is 
certainly an area where there is a desperate need for training and SCE will make a determined 
effort to address the needs of their customers at the Seven Hills facility. The company knows that 
business development in the future is going to require much more than just having product on the 
shelf. 

SCE is keen to hear from any people involved in the gas utilisation and service sectors regarding 
the type and scope of training they would like to see being made available. Forward any sugges-
tions to jim.burns@systemcontrol.com.au or Ph 02-9838-9966 or Fax 02-9838-8788. 

10  Welder Rd



Membership movements 

The membership movements adopted at the 
board meeting on 8th February 2008 are as 
follows: 
1 x New Member (David Connelly) 

1 x Resigned (Ken Rebetzke) 
181 Subscribing Members 
13 Senior Members 
21 Honorary Life Members 
Total Membership 215 

There are currently 14 members in arrears 
for 2006 & 2007 with a further 24 members 
now overdue for their 2007 subs. If you 
have not renewed as yet, could you please  
help ease the financial burden of the Institu-
tion by paying your renewal fee ASAP 

Registered Office 
11 Tantangara street 
Heckenberg NSW 2168.   
Phone: 02 9607 8980 Fax: 02 9608 0460 
E-mail: secretary@ige.org.au 

President  Chris O’Keefe - Phone: 02 8786 3800 Mob: 0419 256 977 

Email: chris@macarthurgas.com.au 

Senior Vice President  Ray North - Phone: 02 9547 1126 Mob: 0407 104 384  

Email: ray@coneximan.com.au 

Junior Vice President  Martin DeBoer - Phone: 02 9528 8846 Mob: 0402 060 243  

Email: martin.deboer@ampyemail.com.au 

Immediate Past President  Joe Calabrese - Phone: 02 9631 0587  Mob: 0402 059 826 

Email: jpcalabrese@optusnet.com.au 

 

Directors 

Alan Kerruish - Phone: 02 9639 8523 Mob: 0450 336 430 Email: alankate@unwired.com 

David Muir- Phone: 02 9638 3064 Mob: 0408 844 927 Email: davidtmuir@bigpond.com 

Laurie Neville - Phone: 02 6863 4037  Mob: 0418 636 931 Email: laurie.neville@originenergy.com.au  

Brian Walton - Phone: 02 9838 9966 Mob: 0409 046 517 Email: brianwalton@systemcontrol.com.au 

 

Honorary Secretary / Treasurer John Warrington AM OAM - Phone: 02 9607 8980 

Email: secretary@ige.org.au 

Editor Chris O’Keefe - Phone: 02 8786 3800 email: chris@macarthurgas.com.au 

Your IGE Board and Contact Details 

Knowledge in the industry through experience and people 

Coming Events 
We know it seems a bit early to mention 
these events, but time does move ahead 
faster these days (remember last year or 
is it just a distant memory?) Put these 
dates in your diary now! 

Friday 13th June—Breakfast seminar 8am 
Bankstown Trotters Club. 

Friday 21st November—Christmas dinner 
6.30pm Bankstown Trotters Club  

 

Member Recognition 
Congratulations to the following who will receive certifi-
cates for their continuous membership and support of the 
Institution. 

50 years: Kevin F. Tuxworth 

40 years: John W. Hanscombe, R. James Kilborn   

35 years: J. Wayne Perks 

25 years: Robert J. Haines 

20 years: William John Branscombe, Mervyn Gilroy 

 

Dear members, 

I am please to be able to present this report to you as your 
new President, and would like to thank all of you who have 
entrusted me with this stewardship, and further ensure you 
of my upmost intention to progress the work of our former 
presidents. 

Your Institution has not been able to escape the impact that  
deregulation has had on the Gas Industry as a whole, and as 
such we are struggling to maintain our membership at a financially viable level. 
Many opinions have been discussed at a board level on ways to increase and re-
tain membership, but, your newly elected board has reached  unanimous agree-
ment that  it is absolutely critical to first understand how we are to keep our 
existing membership from declining.  

If you, as a member are committed to the survival of our Institution, we need 
your assistance now more than ever, we need your feedback to help us clearly 
understand what our future roll in the Industry is to be and how we can best 
serve you. There is no doubt any of us will ever work or socialise in environ-
ments as we did in the past, whilst we cannot forget our history, “the future is 
not like the past”. 

We intend to formulate a questionnaire and circulate this to all our members, 
and are hopeful of getting a good response, apart from this, every board member 
is happy to be contacted (details are on the back of each newsletter) if you would 
like to provide any additional feedback.    

Part of our strategy for managing costs will be to have as much contact with 
members electronically as possible, of course we recognise for many of our Mem-
bers this is not achievable, and I assure those Members we will maintain paper 
based correspondence.  

I trust those who were able to attend our annual conference this year in Wise-
man’s Ferry gained as much satisfaction as I did from both the technical content 
and social activities. One of our most important tasks for our next Board meet-
ing will no doubt be deciding the location of next years conference. 

I look forward to serving the Institution to the best of my ability over the coming 
term, and thank Joe for the fine example he has set.   

Sincerely, 

Chris O’Keefe 
President 
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